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WHERE IS IT?

Universita Pontificia Salesiana (Rome)

WHAT IS IT?
The collection of dr. don Mario Marega (1902-1978)

PERSON IN CHARGE
Dr. Laura Moretti

(Supervision of Prof. Juan Picca, Head of the BDB)



2005
Old “Mario Marega Collection” before 2005

What materials? 70
The materials which were in Rome from the 70’s (only rare books)

Who made an inventory? (NIJL)

When? 1997~2002

Reference bibliography

2002 3 23 -74

2005
2006 3 1-151

59 4 5

. 2001 2 3 34-38



According to the investigation of NIJL the Mario Marega Collection is

l




M

From the old “Mario Marega Collection” to the new “Marega Collection”

2005 Discovery of new materials in Chofu

2005 9 Decision of the Salesian Highest Organ

|

All materials related to Marega are to be sent to Rome and included in the Marega Collection




Old “Mario Marega Collection”

Edo — Showa printed books

Changes into > New “Marega Collection”

Edo printed texts
850
(new acquisitions 250

Dr.Marega’s posthumous

Kinsei monjo about Christians manuscripts
300 400

Books from Meiji period on
2000




What is the meaning of the new Marega bunko?

To mirror Mario Marega: a Salesian missionary and a scholar in Japanese culture

To mirror the attitude of the Salesians in Japan: preaching Christ’s message showing interest in the local culture

To mirror the Salesian spirit of the Don Bosco library

For details cfr. Laura Moretti, “Il Fondo Marega: contenuti, potenzialita e significati della collezione di un singolare missionario nipponista”,
in Salesianum, n. 4, ottobre-dicembre 2006, pp. 745-782.



The figure of Mario Marega

In search of truth




[ 1]

Points mistaken so far

Marega the missionary - a correct biography

1929 Varazze (Italy) Consigliere scolastico
1930 (?) Miyazaki Catechista
1931 Takanabe Catechista
1932 Oita Catechista
1933 Oita Catechista
1934 - 1946 Oita Direttore (Bibl.)
Beppu Confessore
1947-1948 Abroad trip
1949 Oita Direttore
Beppu Confessore
1950-1953 Tokyo — Meguro Confessore
1954-1955 Usuki Addetto
1956-1958 Usuki Parroco
1959 Tokyo — Meguro Not specified
1960-1971 Tokyo — Meguro Professo
1972-1974 Tokyo — Meguro Not specified
1975 Back to Italy
1976 Back to Italy
1977 Back to Italy




Marega’s main research

. Christians in Bungo

. Compared religions — compared culture
Christianity and Nestorians in Japan

. Italian translation of Japanese works



The structure of the new Marega collection

Photo 8 September 2006



The section of kinser monjo




About the destiny of these documents

1950
342

Marega did not give “all” documents to the Museum in Rome (as stated in NIJL inventory), but only n.342

In possession of bishop Mizobe

Donated to the Chofu seminary

2005 Discovered at the Chofu seminary 2005
2005 12 Included in the Marega Collection
2006 1 Officially announced

Cfr. Laura Moretti, “Un fondo particolarmente pregiato” in Juan Picca (a cura di), Biblioteca Don Bosco, Futura Grafica, Roma, January 2006, pp. 35-41).



How did Marega find these documents?

Gioventu Missionaria 26 1948 1 8
M.DOC

If we look at these documents

He was able to find these documents thanks to the network he created through his Kojiki
translation.



Some examples M. Arch 2




Some examples M. Arch 5







Value

—

Materials not yet studied — possibility to discover new facts about the

history of Christians in Japan

Valuable resource for the beatification of Japanese martyrs

Cataloguing
Person in charge Laura Moretti
Expected completion 2012

Perusal  After the completion of the catalogue



The section of Marega’s posthumous manuscripts

Photo 8 September 2006



Some examples M. Doc 35




Some examples M. Doc 182




Value

Fundamental to write Marega’ s biography

Fundamental to publish his Opera Omnia

Cataloguing
Person in charge Laura Moretti
Expected completion January 2008
Perusal After the completion of the catalogue



The section of books




Value

e Rare works

» Bibliographic studies

» Didactic purposes



Cataloguing and use

NIJL

For the materials inventoried by N1JL their use is already possible
Contact the direction of Don Bosco Library
See attached documents “General Rules” and “Application forms”

Materials will be re-catalogued on the basis of a completely new bibliographic format
and the data of the new bibliographic sheets will be inserted in the OPAC and in NACSIS
WEBCAT

As concerns the remaining materials

Laura Moretti and Venice University graduate students
First pieces from December 2007
After the publication of the OPAC  OPAC



The “Marega Collection Project”

The Marega Collection towards the future




Project Marega Collection

Digital Catalogue of kinsei monjo ~ See next slide

Digital Catalogue of Marega’s posthumous manuscripts  See next slide

Digital Catalogue of Edo printed texts on the basis of an original bibliographic format
See next slide

4)
Restoration of pieces

5
Exhibitions, workshops (first May 2007), didactic activity (first May 2006) and other

Officially accepted by the Salesian Institution on 12 June 2006



Creation of Digital Catalogues

The bibliographic data of each section will be included in structured digital catalogues.

Scheduled project:

1. The section of kinser monjo. aftter 2012

2. The section of Marega’'s posthumous manuscripts: all from 2008 (January)

3. The section of books:
3.1. Edo printed texts: first pieces from January 2008
(The bibliographic format is by Laura Moretti and prof. Hashiguchi Konosuke)
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